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The 52" CCE International Exchange Project
“Learning from visiting the disaster area, to help each other, making use of it
for the future- Part I1” — With children of Indonesia -

Achievements
President of CCE  Setsuko Haga(Mrs.)

The 52" CCE International Exchange Project have implemented under theme of [”Learning
from visiting the disaster area, to help each other, making use of it for the future- Part II” — With
children of Indonesia -|. The project has been planned to visit the disaster area with children of
Indonesia, to hear and learn experience of those disaster days and process of reconstruction until
today, from local people who lived in the disaster area.

14 Junior high school students and 2 conductors from MAESA Foundation joined The 52"
International Exchange Project. Those students are selected from 400 applicants from Madiun
city, Ponorogo city, and Mejayan city, not by school record, but by what dream do they have, and
how do they make effort to achieve their dreams.

Mr. Bobby, Chairman of MAESA Foundation, who participated this 52" project, had joined CCE
homestay program when he was in junior high school in 2001. Through this experience, he found
various sense of values and realized that his view of the world widened. To give opportunity of
such experience to children of Indonesia, he decided to set up MAESA Foundation.

During visiting disaster area, Ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake Kesennuma city
Memorial Museum, Minamisanriku area, Ishinomaki City Okawa Elementary School,
Matsushima, they heard about situation of damage from anecdotist and learned from photos and
videos of the disaster days. They also learned about damage inside the sea through study in
Matsushima.

Children from Indonesia surprised to hear that there was severe damage - about 11,000 people
died even only in Miyagi. They also learned about actions and measures against disaster which
are made from study of the disaster. For example, training and preparation assuming natural
disaster, and evacuation plan to high place when Tsunami disaster happens.

They also showed interest in disaster information transmission system using cellphone or
smartphone. They noticed that there were so many supports from many countries when the Great
East Japan Earthquake occurred. Through knowing process of recover, students noticed and felt
that they also would like to have such mind of readiness, and behaviors of Japanese people, such
as — attitude of people that positively stood up from sorrowful event, energy and power of people
for recovery, polite attitude to keep order even in difficulty, and attitude of encouraging each
other.

They come to know that not only on land, but also marine resources had great damage, and it
took 8 years to recover Eelgrass(Seaweed, fish spawning place) after elimination of it by
Tsunami.

It became good opportunity to raise Environmental issue as their own problem, by knowing
Nature destroyed by disaster, and knowing importance and difficulty to recover, and how we can
keep environment of Earth, where we live together.

Students gained a lot of knowledge about preciousness of the life, importance of helping each
other across the country, and how to save our lives from Natural disasters.



Through 11 days, they have experienced substantial schedule such as courtesy call to Miyagi
Prefectural Governor, visit School, exchange meeting with children of Narukokawatabi(Athletics
meeting, introduction of culture), facility tour(Sendai City Matsumori Waste Incineration Plant,
Sendai City Science Museum, Sendai Astronomical Observatory, Toyota Motor East Japan Inc,
Miyagi Ohira plant), and have had various experiences of Japanese culture.

Students visited Hozawa Gakuen Meisei High School, and Sendai City Asahi Elementary School.
With more they know different culture, they gradually communicated naturally. During class
experience of Care Welfare Department of Meisei High School, Junior high school students
studied importance of having handicapped experience of disabilities, through experience of using
white walking stick which blind people have. Through those experience, we felt and hope that
welfare system considering normalization will be enacted to all countries in the world.

At exchange meeting with children of Narukokawatabi, students enjoyed Athletics meeting. Even
though it was their first experience for Indonesian children to join Athletics meeting, they fully
enjoyed. At Sendai City Matsumori Waste Incineration Plant, they studied about waste treatment
and environmental issue, which related to our dairy life.

It was first visit for CCE Exchange Project to visit Toyota Motor East Japan Ink, Miyagi Ohira
plant. They had a factory tour of automobile manufacturing line, which is automated factory.
Children of Indonesia looking at those line in fascination. They come to know that even at
automated factory, process control and detailed work, final check were done by human, and made
them think about importance of creativity and imagination of human.

Through those experience during homestay, Children of Indonesia studied positively. From those
attitudes, we realized powerful energy of the children, who will bear the next generation of
Indonesia.

We see that children of Indonesia deeply penetrating lifestyle and humanity of Japanese people.
They mentioned enthusiastically that they would like to remember good manner of Japanese
people, polite greetings, accuracy of keeping time and rule, and mental of being diligent. And
mentioned that they hope to utilize these experiences in the future, after they returned to
Indonesia. We felt that we must learn from those positive attitudes from the students.

The experience of CEE International exchange project 18 years before led this wonderful project.
It was a small experience of one Junior high school boy. And now, it became wonderful and
substantial project which contribute to future of both children of Indonesia and Japan. These are
the achievements of the 52" CCE International Exchange Project.
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Welcome party speech

Mrs. Setsuko Haga
President of CCE

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to party of “Learning from the affected area,
Helping each other, Making use of it in the future. Part 2, with children of Indonesia”. This
welcome party was organized as 52nd International Exchange Project of Children’s
Communication on Earth. I’d like to thank you from bottom of my heart to attending this party.

Firstly, we welcome Mr.Bobby Wibowo, Chairman of Maesa Foundation, who attended to this
project from Indonesia. This is his second time and continuing project, and it is our honor to
deepen relationship with children from Indonesia again.

And we also welcome Mrs. Anik Primawati, leader of this tour. And of course, students, welcome
to Sendai, Miyagi prefecture. You were selected from 400 applicants from 3 cities of Indonesia
and we are so happy to have your visit as host family.

Our organization, Children’s Communication on Earth, is founded in 1992, and our aim is to
make many friends on the earth and enhance International exchange between children. We
continued this exchange program for 27years, mainly with Asian countries, such as Singapore,
Indonesia, Cambodia, Hong Kong, and Laos.

We started this project with your country, Indonesia on 1995, before all of you students are not
born yet. It was 2000, when | first met Mr. Bobby Wibowo. He was a student, 1st or 2nd grade of
junior high school.

After he joined homestay program of CCE, he talked to me that throughout this program, he met
people with various value and widen his worldview. And he also said that he would like to give
chance to many children in Indonesia and let them experience what he had affected and studied
on this program. | believe his belief of contribute to development of Indonesia leads to this
project, and continuance to this program with CCE.

Number of children who joined this homestay program become 710, since founding of CCE until
now. And it would be more than 3,000 peoples helped and related to this program.

It is said that more than 7.5 billion of peoples are living on this earth. And I think it is a kind of
miraculous encounter to meet in this program. One of the things which I am very proud of, is that
relationship between host family and children are deep and continuing long time.

| believe that you, all students from Indonesia would have many experiences, much more than
ordinary sightseeing journey. And | expect you all watch and study different culture in Japan,
what is different and what is same.

And with understanding such difference, let’s be a good friend. As a person who live on this earth,
and as a best friend.

Finally, I would like to thank “Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Japan”, “Miyagi
Prefecture”, “Sendai City”, “Miyagi Prefecture Board of Education”, “Sendai City Board of
Education”, “Miyagi International Association”, “Sendai Tourism, Convention and International
association”, Naruko International Association, and many peoples for their help and advice. |

give all people my deepest gratitude and thanks.
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The exchange program which learned through experience
— A precious human relations -

Mr. Bobby Wibowo
Chairman of Maesa Foundation

This 2019 homestay trip is my third one, first one was in 2001 and the second one
was in 2015. Wonderful was a well curated program for teenager. It allowed them to
learn about various thing from different point of views. Even for an adult my age, I
still found it very interesting.

There was a lot of interesting lessons that we could get from this trip. We visited
astronomy and science museum. In Japan, kids are brought to museums since young
age, hence introducing the habit of “educational but fun” activities. This has inspired
me, why can’t we start this habit in Indonesia? We need to start building museums to
facilitate and broaden Indonesian’ kids’ knowledge!

School visits to Asahigaoka Elementary Schools and Meisei High School were also
pleasant. In Asahigaoka We can see that independency is taught since young at
school. For instance, elementary students take turn to serve food at the cafetaria. In
Meisei HS, students learn about first aid, which was a very good life skills to have in
an emergency situation in public settings or workplaces. That day we also learnt
from one of the teachers about disability. Being disabled does not mean that they
cannot do anything, they just unable to do slightly less that we “normal” people can
do.

During our visit to Kawatabi, we met with the local children who gave us a very
warm welcome. We learnt that language is not a barrier to show genuineness.
Moments prior to our departure from Wakatabi, one of the ladies from the area came
to me with her two kids bearing gifts and an origami. With her limited English she
said that the gifts was for our kids (from Madiun). I shed a tear, this is what a real
kindness looks like. Arigato, I said, before I boarded the bus.

In harmony with CCE 52th International Exchange Project theme about learning
earthquakes and tsunami, we visited earthquake museum. The work of Miyagi local
government to recover the area post-tsunami really amazed me. They used high-tech
tsunami warning system that can be accessed through android. Mrs. Narita, Miyagi
governor staff, was very kind to show us around

There were too many beautiful moments that we could learn from this cultural
exchange trip, and the best part was their polite way and attitude to connect with us.
Hence with this spirit, we feel the obligation to apply and spread the culture back in
our country. We also hope that in ten or twenty years to come, this experience may
bring our kids into a better future, aiding them to reach their dreams.
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