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Good Afternoon everyone.
On behalf of CCE, I would like to extend our warm welcome to Mr Kelvin Warner, Mrs
Margaret Cobin, and fellow guests. Welcome to Sendai.

We are very pleased to host the exchange program for the second time with the State
University of New York Colleage at Brockport this year.

It is estimated that there are seven billions people or so living on this very planet we
called Earth, and this is no more than a miracle that we have come to know and
Iinteract with one another here.

I have learned that the objectives of your visit are understanding the after-math of the
recent disaster and enjoying your hometay program in Sendai. Through the painful
experiences gained from the 3.11 Earthquake Disaster, we people in Sendai have once
again recognized the nobleness of our lives. In addition, by accepting aids from
various countries, we have also come to appreciate the truth of people co-existing
together through different connections beyond the geographical boundries.

As long as two people live on two separate parts on the earth, the breeze that one
catches, and the sunshine that one embraces are bound to be different. However, we
strongly believe that by interacting with people of different origins, understanding the
cultural differences and cultivating friendships among us, we can contribute ourselves
to the creation of a world filled with peace and harmony.

For the future of all of us living on this planet earth, I strongly encourage each and
everyone of you to embrace this trip with an open mind to learn, to discover and to
nurture the shoots of mutual understanding.

Last but not least, I would like to thank Ms Hashimoto Yuko who has kindly availed
herself once again as our co-ordinator for the current exchange program with The State
University of New York. Thank you.

Setsuko Haga (Ms)
President, CCE
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August 26, 2014

Dear Mrs. Haga, CCE Board, and CCE Volunteers,

On behalf of The College at Brockport and our “Arts and Culture of Japan™ study-abroad program, thank you for
vour role in organizing home-stays and hosting our students in Sendai this past August.

Again this year, the home stays that were organized through Children’s Communication on the Earth (CCE) were
among the most transformative events on the program itinerary for our college students. The opportunity to stay
in a home with CCE families reminds all of us how much we are similar as people. while highlighting the various
ways in which our daily lives are shaped by the worlds we inhabit. Our students’ understanding of the people,
language and culture of Japan is significantly deepened by our home stays in Sendai. It is a great compliment to
you. your Board and the families who hosted that all of our students highlighted their experience with you as
among the most memorable part of their 24-day trip; I have enclosed just a few of their comments here for you.

It is also important for me to acknowledge your willingness to work with us for the second consecutive year. even
though CCE’s mission is primarily focused on work with upper-elementary and middle-school age students. I
remain very interested in investigating ways in which we might one day reciprocate by hosting children from
Japan here in Western New York. While it will take some time to lay that groundwork, I hope to continue to stay
in touch with you in the vears ahead.

Thank you again to you, Mrs. Kobayashi, and the entire group of CCE volunteers for your kindness, incredible
generosity and time. We will not forget any of you as we seek to emulate your kindness in our interactions with
the many individuals from other cultures who cross our paths here in the U.S.

Sincerely,

Kevin S. Warner

Co-facilitator, “The Arts and Culture of Japan™

Chair, Department of Dance

Cooperating Faculty. Interdisciplinary Arts for Children Program

350 New Campus Drive * Brockport, New York 14420 « 585-395-5279 « Fax: 585-395-5217 * afi@brockport.cdu * www.brockport.edu
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| Player/ Koto: Kieho Haga Kichie Suzuki Kiushizu Kurihara |
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Syakuhachi Dozan Otomo Sogetsu Kondo
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Welcome Ceremony

| - &EBHED !
i Greetings of President of CCE i
: WEROFEGRBERE BB OB F ;
! President of CCE Mrs. Setsuko Haga !

I« CCEFEBERIREUMDHINED |
' Welcome speech by CCE student !
RISEFEER1TF B K B F
Tohoku Haigh School 1 Miss Fuko Suzuki
s ZTa—3—ONIIARETOYIOR— R RKXBDHLNESD
Greetings of representatives of the college at Brockport,
State University of New York
Professor Mr. Kevin S Warner
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Dinner Party

2N
Toast
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| Koto workshop |
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Introduction of the college at Brockport, State University of New York
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! Movement workshop |
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Introduction of culture by Japanese students 23

' l'Yosakoi soran | Suzume odori |
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The 45th CCE International Exchange Project
Cultural Exchange by the college of Brockport, State University
of New York students and the Japanese students 2014
July.23, 2014 ~ July.28, 2014

Name: Kev./ WAZI=A.

Remarks on the home -stay program:
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A Chapter of UNA-USA

PO Box 92085 www.unar.org
Rochester, NY 14692 e-mail: unar@unar.org
Mrs. Setsuko Haga
Nra55237@nifty.com

Dear Mrs. Haga,

| have been reviewing my many photos of all the activities and wonderful times we
shared with CCE and the many members. Thank you and all their active members and
volunteers who made our stay in Sendai so memorable. | believe this event met all |
hoped for with the Arts and Culture Tour. I also is what we work for with the United
Nations programs.

The family | stayed with the Konno family was so generous and kind to me it is hard to
believe we were strangers. Keiko is a wonderful leader for her family but also for the
CCE. She seemed to be the first person at each event setting up and cleaning up with
her children always ready and willing to help with each event.

The Konnos’s also gave me a wonderful accommodation so I was completely
pampered! The children were all great and especially Koshi, their oldest son, who was
able to help with English/Japanese translation.

Thank you personally for making plans for my last day in Sendai. The trip to the
memorial Shrine was especially interesting. We were able to spend a little more time
there and enjoy the work that had been done on the restoration of the building. When |
found out that your husbands’ business had done this work it became even more of a
pleasure to appreciate the artisanship.

The luncheon was a perfect ending to the morning. Such a beautiful restaurant, the food
and service were excellent. You also gave me a gift which is another work of art.

Thanks you for all you and CCE have done for the University Tour and thank you
personally for all you give to the CCE program and gave to me.

As we discussed at lunch it may be time soon for you to make your first non-Asian trip!
When you do make that trip, please plan to stay with us in Rochester, New York.

Thank you and all your committee and volunteers,
In Peace, Margaret Corbin

Mission Statement
The United Nations Association of Rochester is dedicated to supporting, in the greater Rochester area, the
strengthening of the United Nations System and the role of the United States in that system, and to promoting
multilateral efforts to advance the goals of the United Nations Charter, such as human rights and global peace.


http://www.unar.org/
mailto:unar@frontier.net
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“My home stay experience has been a wonderful and educational opportunity that will be with

me forever. It amazed me how generous and welcoming everyone was; that is something that
. ,
y

will take with me back home.”

- Angelica Gomez
State University of New York College at Brockport
Brockport, NY (USA)

“Without the CCE program and the wonderful dedication of all involved in making this

program work, my visit to Japan would be missing a huge, essential part of the Japanese
culture: the culture of the home. This experience was priceless beyond all description and
everything felt perfect. | will miss my host family dearly but | am incredibly glad | was

privileged to have this experience.”

- Meagan Gaylord, undergraduate student
State University of New York College at Brockport
Brockport, NY (USA)

“‘Before CCE, | never did a home stay; | never imagined | would travel to another country and

gain a second family. With this program, this is exactly what | did! I'm very thankful to CCE
for having this program and giving me the opportunity to meet everyone and really experience

Japan with the Sonoda family.” — _ —

- Nelly Gomez, undergraduate student
State University of New York at Plattsburgh
Plattsburgh, NY (USA)

“Through this amazing experience, | gained not only new knowledge of the Japanese culture

and home life, but | also gained something even more special: A family.”

- Alexis Clark, undergraduate student
State University of New York College at Brockport
Brockport, NY (USA)




“The CCE program provided me with a unique opportunity to interact with and learn about
Japanese culture within an individual family. My host family was beyond kind and generous,
and made me feel at home. You can read about a nation and its people in books or online,
but to actually live with and communicate in an intimate way is truly life changing. It has given
me new perspectives and shown me that family is family, no matter where you come from.
Without CCE, | would not have had this wonderful opportunity and I'd like to thank them for
the experience, as well as for the many friendships that | have developed while staying in

Sendai.” ' 4

-Elise Cade, undergraduate student
State University of New York College at Brockport
Brockport, NY (USA)

“I fell in love with my family immediately and their generously was obviously heartfelt. They

wanted to teach me about the culture and themselves, and | certainly leaned. They showed
me the Japan you do not see everywhere else; | was just a part of the family and they

introduced me to the best their town has to offer.”

“Thanks to Haga-san and Kobayashi-san personally for ensuring | arrived at a scheduled

event by taking their own time and treating me to lunch. Also a huge arrigato for helping
everything run so well and so smoothly. This experience will truly

stay with me.”

- Elon Clarke, undergraduate student
State University of New York College at Brockport
Brockport, NY (USA)

“I personally had many wonderful experiences with CCE. Highlights included:

oMy host family, the Konnos — Four children always helping, working to set up

+ take down equipment, and make everyone comfortable;
eoChildren participating in song, dance, translations and more;
eKeiko, my host mother, hard at work to make all programs complete, fun, and educational;
eMrs. Haga, the president, who attended every activity and participated herself;
eMrs. Haga, who is detail oriented and makes sure nothing is forgotten or overlooked. She

recognized that | worked with another international organization and made opportunities for
me to talk w/other committee members, and took me to lunch to further our international
connections. ; N

Each event -origami, welcome and ending events were led by
talented community professionals. Outstanding!”

—Margaret Corbin
United Nations Association of Rochester, NY (USA)
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: Dear Mrs. Haga, '
|
: I would just like to say thank you for all your hard work in giving me a really nice, really :
| :
i generous and kind host family. My trip to Japan would have been incomplete had it not been for :
| .
| this experience, and it was all thanks to you that this could happen. I appreciate your dedication :
i :
I to a program that [ believe is so important, especially to students like myself who are so :
| .
! interested in experiencing another culture. In justa short time, I was able to gain a whole new :
i !
: |
: understanding for Japanese living and, in the time that I've been back home, have missed my i
: |
: host family. I learned so much and it’s only because you were involved in this program, so thank |
: |
: you again. I will carry this experience with me for a long time. [
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